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Task: TF-VAA02: Enhancement of VAAC products. 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

At the last meeting of the IVATF in July 2011, IATA presented a paper (IP/26) which made 

reference to a number of enhancements to VAAC products.  In order to clarify expectations 

and potential changes to the products, representatives of IATA met with staff of a VAAC 

(Montreal) on 9 September 2011.  The meeting proved useful in providing a mutual 

understanding of the needs and capacities of each group.  As a result of this meeting, IATA 

presented a significantly revised paper on the topic at the IAVWOPSG/6 meeting in Dakar in 

September 2011.  The outcomes of these two meetings will have an impact on the task at 

hand.  Work will be done in the coming quarter to address the conclusions drawn at each 

meeting. 

In addition to the input provided by IATA, additional input regarding this task was provided 

during IVATF/2.  For example, WP/28 of IVATF/2 looked at current use of VAAC products 

and made recommendations concerning changes to these.  As well, a number of other papers 

presented at IAVWOPSG/6 were relevant to this task.  Examination and consideration of 

these suggestions will be done in the coming months. 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

It appears increasingly likely that not all of the enhancements suggested will be implemented 

by the time the IVATF is disbanded in July 2012.  Some will not be implemented because 

they are not feasible, while others may eventually be implemented, but in a longer timeframe 

than the scope of the IVATF.  It is suggested that items that are not completed by this time be 

passed on to the IAVWOPSG for further consideration and progress. 

 

An on-going issue with tackling the IVATF tasks is that many people (if not all) involved in 

working on them are not solely devoted to this work.  Conflicting workloads or priorities can 

sometimes slow or hinder progress as a result. 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

In the task list stemming from IVATF/1, it was mentioned that coordination may be required 

with AIR, ATM and SCI groups; however, no specific coordination has yet been identified or 

acted upon. 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the 

corresponding timelines. 

 

Barring consensus, the report submitted to IVATF summarizing the views of the IAVW-CG 

will present different points of view for those items on which there are diverging opinions. 



 

Task: TF-VAA03: Improved integration of Collaborative Decision Making (CDM) within 

the IAVW. 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

Progress report pending. 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the 

corresponding timelines. 

 

 



 

Task: TF-VAA05: Volcanic ash data files 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

At the close of IVATF/2, the IVATF concluded that the IAVW Coordination Group should 

continue to monitor the development of data formats within ICAO and WMO frameworks. 

The group assigned to this task has initiated a search for any such standards proposed or 

defined for meteorological data. This search has uncovered some ICAO papers related to 

standards for XML for the transmission of weather data.  

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

No major issues have arisen. Work remains to identify the committee(s) issuing the papers 

found through common search methods, which will help in determining the extent to which 

any such standards have been adopted.  

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

In the task list stemming from IVATF/1, it was mentioned that coordination may be required 

with the ATM sub group; however, no specific coordination has yet been identified or acted 

upon. However, it is apparent from discussions with various IVATF participants during 

IVATF/2 that there is no evidence of reluctance to accept XML as a data format for the 

issuance of graphical volcanic ash guidance.  

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the 

corresponding timelines. 

 

Continue tracking down references to standards within ICAO and WMO relating to the use of 

XML for data products. 

 



 

Task: TF-VAA06: Consideration of incorporating uncertainty in SIGMETs 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

Progress report pending. 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the 

corresponding timelines. 

 

 



 

Task: TF-VAA07: Improvement to Volcano Observatory provisions 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

1. IVATF/2 recommendations have progressed through IAVWOPSG with improvements to 

wording. 

2. Successful workshop on best practice eruption forecasting in Erice, Italy, organised by 

WOVO and others – this workshop will be valuable in developing observatory 

provisions. WMO unfortunately not able to attend. 

3. Meeting in Indonesia between CVGHM (volcanic agency), BMKG (met agency), and 

Bureau of Meteorology (Darwin VAAC) to discuss practicalities of operational 

arrangements and possibility of using Indonesia as an example case.  

4. Endorsement by VACT of importance of issue and proposed actions. 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

Identifying any additional measures necessary is a formidable challenge, as it will require 

detailed discussion with at least some observatories to examine issues of implementation.  It 

is suggested that substantial discussion will be required with the ICAO Secretariat and IVATF 

IAVW CG leaders of related tasks during the next quarter of work. 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

SCI SG 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the 

corresponding timelines. 

 

Suggest ICAO Secretariat and IVATF IAVW CG task leaders discuss a detailed plan to 

progress implementation of revised arrangements and discernment of additional measures that 

may be required. 

 



 

Task: TF-VAA10: Further development of a Concept of Operations for the IAVW. 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

Progress report pending. 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the 

corresponding timelines. 

 

 



 

Task: TF-VAA11: Development of volcanic ash exercise guidance to support regional 

volcanic exercises. 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

The ICAO EUR/NAT VOLCEX Operating Instructions (OPINS) and IVATF/2 WP27 

have been reviewed as the basis for a global VOLCEX template. Draft Guidance 

Material should be ready by end of January 2012, so that it can be presented to 

IVATF/3. 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

Nil. 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

Nil to date. 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the 

corresponding timelines. 

 

Not applicable. 

 



 

Task: TF-VAA12: Improvements to Volcanic Activity Report (VAR) form, including 

taxonomy and transmission, in support of the IAVW. 

Progress 

Briefly highlight the progress made over the last three months. 

 

Both IVATF/2 and IAVWOPSG/6 recommend creating a global facility to collect and make 

available Special Air Reports on Volcanic Activity (VARs). Several potential hosts for the 

future database have been identified. 

 

Task leader attended IAVWOPSG/6 to gather better insight into the needs of the IAVW. 

Issues identified 

List all the issues (problems) that have arisen. 

 

As reported in IVATF/2 WP29. 

Pilot Briefing material to be developed to improve pilot reporting. 

Definition of “pre-eruptive activity” to be clarified, so that pilots have clear guidance, what 

should be reported. 

Coordination requirements with other sub-groups 

List all the issues arisen requiring coordination with other sub-groups. 

 

ATM SG to review the communication chain regarding the collection and dissemination of 

pilot reports of volcanic activity (task TF-ATM03). 

VAACs and MWOs to specify their requirements on VAR information. 

AIR SG, EASA etc to specify requirements on VAR information for airworthiness purposes. 

Suggested action to resolve the issues identified 

Provide details how the sub-group intends to address the issues identified including the 

corresponding timelines. 

 

Coordinate work with above mentioned groups. 

Request report from Darwin VAAC that hosted the VAR database on a trial basis. 

Discuss offers to host future database with potential hosts and develop requirements. 

 

 

— END — 


